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Soils 

 

General Instructions: 

This task has two parts: Part 1 has ten questions and Part 2 has five questions. 

Take time to read each question very carefully before attempting to answer. Remember to 

use complete sentences when answering questions that requires you to explain, describe, 

define and/or give examples/make list. 

 

 

Instructions to begin: 

Read each statement and question carefully. Then, write your answers using complete 

sentences where applicable. 
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Part 1 

1. A. What are the components of soil? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

B. Based on your understanding define the term/word soil. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

 

2. There are many different types of soils. Soils can be classified by the environment 

in which it was formed. List the seven main types of soil that can be found 

worldwide and give a brief description of each. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  
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3. Explain the similarities between garden soil and clay soil, give evidence to support 

your answer. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

 

4. What are three important properties of soil. Explain the importance of each 

property. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________  

 

5. Based on your understanding, briefly explain why different locations have different 

kinds of soil. 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 
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6. What types of soil is found mainly in tropical areas? 

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________ 

 

7. Use a tick () to indicate whether each statement is a property of the different 

types of soil.  

Properties Observed Sand Garden 

soil 

Clay 

There is a lot of decaying materials in it.    

It is grainy and has large particles.    

It is greyish white in colour.    

When wet and rubbed between the fingers, it 

feels smooth and is very sticky. 

   

It is moist and the particles tend to clump 

together. 

   

You can pour it easily from your hand.    

The particles in it are too small to be seen 

with the eyes only. 

   

 

8. Unscramble the words below, hen match each word to its definition.  

Mushu 

__________________                  Area containing mostly inorganic rock, sand and 

clay particles. 

Heenagwirt 

__________________                   Resource formed in nature that we value and can 

soil.    

Lubosis  

__________________         When the elements of weather break up rocks. 

Islo  

_________________  Substance formed from rotting plant and animal 

materials in soil. 
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9. For each of the following statements use a check () to indicate whether it is 

supported or not supported, based on your understanding of each type of soil. 

 

Statement Supported Not 

supported 

Not much water is held back in sandy soil.   

Clay soil is not permeable.   

Water drains more slowly through garden soil than 

clay soil. 

  

The water-holding capacity of clay soil makes it a good 

choice for plant growth. 

  

Garden soil has good permeability and good water-

holding capacity 

  

 

10. Explain each answer that you chose, provide evidence to support your answer where 

possible.  

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________  
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Part 2 

11. For each of the following statements, indicate using s check () whether the description refers 

to Loam soil, Sandy soil or Clay soil. The answer the questions that follow. 

 

 
Statement 

 
Loam soil 

 
Sandy soil 

 
Clay soil 

 
This type of soil is usually found on the beach. 
 

   

In a swamp is where you will find this type of soil. 
 

   

This type of soil is a mixture of clay, sand and humus. 
 

   

 

12. What is the colour of each soil? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

13. How does each soil differ in texture from the other? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. If your shoes were covered with dark, slimy mud, which area did you walk through, a beach or a 

swamp? Explain your response. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
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______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Whether you live in the rural or urban area, soil is important to your life. 

15. List some ways in which soil has become a part of your life and say what your life would like 

without soil. 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 


